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This work advocates the inclusion of the 
emergent field of ‘aesthetic foodscape 
design’ (AFD) into current landscape 
architectural practice, based on both the 
functional and aesthetic merit of productive 
plant species (namely, edible or ‘useful’ 
plants), as well their relevance to social 
contexts and environmental challenges.
This image encapsulates the key research 
areas as follows:
The image shows a carefully detailed 
in-situ concrete wall in the architectural 
design tradition. An espaliered olive tree 
has been trained onto durable stainless 
cable connected to brass connectors that 
occupy the bolt holes of the concrete walls’ 
construction. The significance of the text 
insinuates that ‘the writing is on the wall’, 
in that the timeliness AFD is appropriate 
to a range of current social and design 
movements and trends. The trimmers 
signify the need for human involvement 
in AFD, as most productive species 
require ongoing human input, especially 
considering high aesthetic expectations 
of public space. This presents a challenge 
to design practice in that this new civic 
paradigm involves active community 
input in designed public space, where 

“...a call to further
explore design 
possibilities with 
productive plants”
traditionally, input is passive. The olive 
oil suggests the return on investment 
and superior benefit to using productive 
plants over standard exotic or native plant 
species. The bee conveys our reliance 
on nature (e.g. for pollination) and the 
necessity for stewardship and responsible 
practice. The roots signify the concept that 
AFD is taking root, however the sparse 
nature of the image and plant reflect that 
this is an emerging area not yet established 
in the design community. While concepts 
for AFD are rapidly emerging, very few 
designed project examples currently exist 
in Australia that successfully demonstrate 
the key components of successful AFD. 
This work is a call to arms to embrace 
and realise aesthetic foodscape design 
outcomes through design advocacy.


